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Utilities prove 
tough sell for 
nearby towns <, Y I  
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Mathews 
Continued from page 1 

"The complainrs WE re- 
ceive horn customers tcnd to 
be about aesthetics," Julm- 
ston said. "There's iron in the 
water, or it's rusty. Those are 
reas~ns people might not be 
happy w?th the water. but 
rhey're not viohtions." 

Howwer, ComEd is not 
theonlyrhreat rhatMathews 
faces. 

The outstanding electric 
bills alarmed the Iujnois 
Commerce Commission. In 
lune 2003, the commission's 
staff recommended that all 
five of Mathews' utilities be 
condemned and forcibly 

Waier Co., one of the h e s t  
private mter  companies in 
the country 

Aside from not paying the 
ComEd bit\, commission 
staff said, Mathews failed to 
make needed improvements 
and to maintainCrystal Clear 
Wafer Cn., whirh .yerdes the 
Mrtnot SI ibrlivisinn near Cly -  
atal lake. 

The cornmindon has not 
tskm action on die rcmm- 
mendstion to seize the utili- 

sold to Iuinoi~-Anl~ri~im 

ties. largely because of the 
banlmmcvfilinpc. 

"1tk-a sad &e,'' W@g 
said. "If it had gone as we 
hoped, tbis woiild have heen 
molmd.' 

Mathcws disputes the 
nolion that his companies 
are in trouble 

"The ICC attitude is that 
there should be no smaU 
water rnmpanies; they have 
svstematicalh worked to 

InGsion's proceedings against 
him. 

"Thev would have a venr 

*'e i-e punnzirg o good 
ystm, wd we h stdl 

puitzhg out excdht  
p d U C t . *  

T.R Mathews 
Utilities' owner 

p y a  biu." 
It1 addition to the OrinEd 

hill. the bankruptcy filing indi- 
cates diat Maihews' compaues 
owetl a comhinrd $34,285 in 
property taxes as of March 1%. 
2003. Other creditors lislrtl in- 
cluded Mathew'  honkkecpcr 
nndaftomq4 

According fo documcnrs tited 
with the Commerce Commis- 
sinn, the five ririnnanies hiive 
combrncd ,umuiil '=venues of 
$4406.017. 

At a Commerce Lommission 
hearing in Scplttni her 2OUZ. 
~Ilinois-hlerican Water Cu. Vice 
President !Mark Johnson resri- 
fied that Marhrws' water com- 
panies necded morr d ~ a n  SB 
million in repairs. 

When asked what tiit. UJIII- 
panim' value w s .  Johnsorl said: 
"None. The vast majoriry of dic 
systemare womoutordeterio- 
rated, and need to be rep1:rcrd 
to provide adequate, reliable 
and safe service to customers." 

lohn.on added that the 
cnrnpaniw "offcrlittlp tu apro- 
spective purchaser other than 
the significant engineering, op- 
erational and financial chal- 
lenges to bring them up to mod- 
em standudla" 

-hews dso contends that 9 
T-22-2004 02:43PM TE-1 
CornEd i r l x d  n o w r r l ~ 0 ~  I y-p 

Johnson liildrhe commission 
that Illinois-hierican wuuld 
need a ratc hCWdW if it werc to 
takt over Mathcws' companies. 

Mathews disputed Iohnsonh 
assessmetLt, saying JJhois Ame- 
rican Featly exaggerated repair 
costs to justifya rate increm. 

Mathws said the quality of 
the water sytems iu mud1 better 
than what the curmnerce com- 
missiun would 11ave people he- 
liew. 

The ( :ninincrce Cr)nimission 
came rlowr~ on Marhews dter he 
Bcdfrrrarateincrcase inJmuruy 
1Y97 f o r  the Ciy ta i  CJe;rr Water 
Cn. .A M a c h  1Y97 pohlic hearing 
on the incrcasc eliciled COLII- 
pl;iinls from xcsidcnls. 

"The customers vriicedangcr 
and hirstrntion about the quality 
of w 3 t a  comp;uiy managcmenl. 
seniice. arid rhc lark r b f  conccrn 
and action by the conxnission 
;uid iLP.$,'' Roy King, a coiiimis.. 
sIonm.d)wt andarchutccniral m- 
gineer, said d~u'ing trstirnony I n  
il Septcniber 211111 Conuncrrc 
Coilmission hrari ng. 

hi lune IYYY, blathcws was 
granted a 29 pcrccnt m e  in- 
rwase, but the cornnmion dsu 
issiird aevcral orden 10 improw 
thr watet systcm. 

When King lollobved up in 
SCC whether the ordcis hnd heart 
implemented, h u  fr)und that 
IllOSt h i d  not. 

blaihews saidthar regardless 
of what King cold thr commis- 
sion in 2001. miist of the im- 
provements since have bccn 
made. 

"We are payuig our bills. 

lest!,," Mathews said. "We're 
running a good system, and 
we're stilt putting out an exccl- 
lent product." 

~: l l~uucl i l lg  dl the mru1dntoq 

Rates compared 
Water rafes f0;T.P. Mathews' 
five compani&. neighboring 
munirnpalities, and Illinais- 
American Water Cn. 

T.P. Mathem' companies 
crptai ctmr Water Go. ' 

Rate: $1 .I 7 per 100 cubic 
Twt, plus a $6 fee 

d.wO gallonsr $12.24 

Rate: 31.76 per 1,000 

4,000 gallom: $12.07 
MeHenry Shares 

Rale: 51.93 per 1 .OOO 
gallons, plus a %fee 

4,wO gallons: S13.72 
Nonhern Illinois Ufilitlns 

Rate: $2.54 per 1.000 
gallons, plus a $6 fee 

4.000 gallons: $16.16 

Highland Shores 

gallons. plus a $5.03 fee 

... 
Municipalities 

Wonder lame 
Rate: $'.41 per lPa0 

gallons, plus a $8 fee 
4,aoa gallons: $7 1.64 

MeHenry 
Rats: Water aE is $2.03.~~ 

1,000 gallons. plus a $3 fee 
4,000 gallam: $11.12 

Crystal Lake 
Rate: i k e r  rate is $1 52 per 

1 ,000 gallons. plus B fee of 
about $1.27 

4,000 gallons: $7.35 ... 
Illinoln-American . 

Waler Co. 
Rate: Water ;ate is $3.39 per 

1 ,%IO gaiicns, plus a fez (If 

4,ooagallans: $22.81 .: 01 about$9.25 

. . .  


